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The Cultural and Social Implications and Consequences of 

Negative Rap Music Pervasion
Music in its innumerable forms has been one of the most powerful modifiers of mind, body and spirit since the earliest recording of human development.  A concomitant modifying medium is the word, both written and spoken.

Music and word severally or jointly can lift us up or tear us down, make us happy or sad, pleasant or angry and affect a wide array of human emotions, feelings and attitudes.  It is very difficult to imagine a church service, night club, movie or party without music.  The music is a vital element in the enhancement of the mood we seek to affect or the mood the activity leadership seeks to affect, alter, amplify or diminish.  The music and lyrics have become a vehicle to commercially promulgate destructive sexual, violent and drug abuse behaviors.  These cues and messages repetitively iterated in the minds of our children and youth have devastating effects and consequences for our society, culture and the village it takes to guide our children.

Confirming Studies
Music a Powerful Medium
An article written by psychiatrists Brad H. Reddick MD and Eugene V. Beresin MD, in the journal Academic Psychiatry titled “Rebellious Rhapsody Metal, Rap, Community and Individuation (March 2002)” states: “Music can be a powerful force and tool in the life of an adolescent.  It forms a social context and informs the adolescent about the adult world through the lens of artists’ lives, language and presence as models.  Allegiance to a form of music is allegiance to those who make it, a way to friendship and kinship, and a road to personal identity through belonging.  In their relationships formed through music, teens can create a sense of community that may be lacking in the life of the family.  The rebellious music of earlier generations has given rise to complex musical genres, rap and heavy metal, that are strong in defiance and controversial in their violent and sexual content.”

Music in the Negative Advances Risky Behavior
An article including writers Jonathan D. Klein MD, MPH and Jane D. Brown PhD in the journal Pediatrics (the official journal of the American Academy of Pediatrics) titled Adolescents’ Risky Behavior and Mass Media Use (July 1993) states: “Adolescents who had engaged in more risky behaviors listened to radio and watched music videos and movies on television more frequently than those who had engaged in fewer risky behaviors, regardless of race, gender, or parents’ education. White male adolescents who reported engaging in five or more risky behaviors were most likely to name a heavy metal music group as their favorite.” 

Sports and music magazines were most likely to be read by adolescents who had engaged in many risky behaviors.

“Risky behaviors include; sexual intercourse, drinking, smoking cigarettes, smoking marijuana, cheating, stealing, cutting class, driving a car without permission and the use of a variety of mass media.”  Their conclusion is that “mass media health promotion efforts could more specifically target adolescents who are engaging in multiple risky behaviors.”

Impact of Music Lyrics on Children and Youth
An article in the Journal Pediatrics, December 1996, under the above title states: “Music lyrics have undergone dramatic changes since the introduction of rock music more than 40 years ago!”  During the past four decades, rock music lyrics have become increasingly explicit – particularly with reference to sex, drugs, and violence.  Recently, heavy metal and “gangsta rap” lyrics have elicited the greatest concern.  In some cases lyrics communicate potentially harmful health messages.  Such lyrics are of special concern in today’s environment, which poses unprecedented threats to the health and well being of adolescents.  Pregnancy, drug use, acquired immune deficiency syndrome (and other sexually transmitted diseases), injuries, homicide and suicide have all become part of the landscape of everyday life for many American teens.  At the same time, music is important to teenagers’ identity and helps them define important social and sub cultural boundaries.

The results of one survey of 2,760 14 to 16 year olds in 10 different southeastern cities showed that they listened to music an average of 40 hours per week.  One Swedish study found that adolescents who developed an early interest in rock music were more likely to be influenced by their peers and less influenced by their parents than older adolescents.

Impact of the Media on Adolescent Sexual Attitudes and Behaviors
The above titled article in the Journal Pediatrics written by six female PhDs (five from the Center for Health Promotion and Prevention Research, University of Texas and one from the Medical Institute for Sexual Health at Austin, Texas) led by S. Libasa Escobar-Chavas, Dr. PH, July 2005 states: “Adolescents in the United States are engaging in sexual activity at early ages and with multiple partners.  The mass media have been shown to affect a broad range of adolescent health related attitude and behaviors including violence, eating disorders, and tobacco and alcohol use.”

Sexy Media Matters!  Exposure to Sexual Content in Music, Movies, Television, and Magazines Predict Black and White Adolescents’ Sexual Behavior, Pediatrics April 2006.  Six female PhD researchers led by Jane Brown PhD, MA from the School of Journalism and Mass Communication, Department of Sociology and Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation, University of North Carolina, conducted a study whose objective was to “assess over time whether exposure to sexual content in four mass media (television, movies, music, and magazines) used by early adolescents predicts sexual behavior in middle adolescence.

They engaged “an in home longitudinal survey of 1017 black and white adolescents.”  Each teen was interviewed at baseline when he or she was 12 to 14 years old and again 2 years later.

Results were that “white adolescents in the top quintile of sexual media diet (SMD) when 12 to 14 years old were 2.2 times more likely to have had sexual intercourse when 14 to 16 years old than those who were in the lowest SMD quintile, even after a number of other relevant factors, including baseline sexual behavior, were introduced.  The relationship was not statistically significant for black adolescents after controlling for other factors that were more predictive, including parental

disapproval of teen sex and perceived permissive peer sexual norms.”

They conclude that “exposure to sexual content in music, movies, television and magazines accelerates white adolescents’ sexual activity and increases their risk of engaging in early sexual intercourse.  Black teens appear more influenced by perceptions of their parents’ expectations and their friends’ sexual behavior than by what they see and hear in the media.”

Exposure to Degrading Versus Non-degrading Music Lyrics and Sexual Behavior Among Youth; Pediatrics, August 2006:

This article was written by six researchers from RAND, Pittsburgh, PA, RAND, Santa Monica, CA and UCLA, CA led by Steven C. Martino PhD.  In the “background” section of their important study they state: “Early sexual activity is a significant problem in the United States.  A recent survey suggested that most sexually experienced teens wish they had waited longer to have intercourse; other data indicate that unplanned pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases are more common among those who begin sexual activity earlier.  Popular music may contribute to early sex.  Music is an integral part of teens’ lives.  The average youth listens to music 1.5 to 2.5 hours per day.  Sexual themes are common in much of this music and range from romantic and playful to degrading and hostile.  Although a previous longitudinal study has linked video consumption and sexual risk behavior, no previous study has tested longitudinal associations between the content of music lyrics and subsequent changes in sexual experience, such as intercourse initiation, nor has any study explored whether exposure to different kinds of portrayals of sex has different effects.”

The authors’ conducted an interview with Dr. Steven Martin who led above study, Daily Mail (a British newspaper) 21/08/06:

RAP MUSIC BLAMED FOR TEEN PREGNANCY
“Rap stars are encouraging early sexual activity among teenagers by promoting a degrading view of women, research shows.”


The Malign World of Gangsta Rap

Psychologists said their findings from a three-year study presented a worrying  picture of how popular music affected the attitudes of boys and girls to sex.

Rap music and hip hop, with their particular emphasis on sex and demeaning depictions of women, were blamed for encouraging early sexual behavior, leading to the spread of disease and underage pregnancies.

Dr. Steven Martino, who led the US study published in the latest edition of The journal “Pediatrics”, said that “sexually degrading lyrics” – many graphic and filled with obscenities – caused changes in adolescents’ sexual behaviour.

He said, “These lyrics depict men as sexually insatiable, women as sexual objects, and sexual intercourse as inconsequential.  Other songs about sex don’t appear to influence youth the same way.”

“These portrayals objectify and degrade women in ways that are clear but they do the same to men by depicting them as sex-driven studs.  Musicians who use this type of sexual imagery are communicating something very specific about what sexual roles are appropriate, and teenage listeners may act on these messages.”

“These lyrics are likely to promote the acceptance of women as sexual objects and men as pursuers of sexual conquest.  Despite the fact that degrading sexual lyrics are particularly demeaning for women, they affect adolescent boys and girls similarly.”

The same disturbing messages were contained in videos which endorse the portrayal of women as sexual objects, the report said.  The research team surveyed 1,461 children aged from 12 to 17 from across the US, asking them about their sexual behaviour and how often they listened to music by various artists including rock, country, rap, blues and pop.

They found that the youngsters listened to an average of 1.5 to 2.5 hours of music a day – not including what they saw on television or videos – but that 40 per cent of the songs referred to sex or romance.

Adolescents who listened to a lot of music containing “objectifying and limiting characterizations of sexuality progressed more quickly in their sexual behaviour” than teenagers who preferred different kinds of music.  This was regardless of race or gender, the report said.

The study, called “Exposure to Degrading Versus Non-Degrading Music Lyric and Sexual Behaviour among Youth,” was carried out  by the RAND Corporation – a leading healthcare research organization in the US.  It also said that there was a danger that children’s opinions about the opposite sex would be affected for the long-term by constant exposure to the lyrics.

Dr. Martino added, “It may be that girls who are repeatedly exposed to these messages expect to take a submissive role in their sexual relationships and to be treated with disrespect by their partners.

These expectations may then have lasting effects on their relationship choices. Boys, on the other hand, may come to interpret reckless male sexual behaviour as ‘boys being boys’ and dismiss their partners’ feelings and welfare as unimportant.”

He said that the findings were worrying for teenagers who have more unplanned pregnancies and are more likely to contract sexually transmitted diseases. Increasing rates of sexual activity have serious public health implications.  In the US, about 750,000 teenagers become pregnant each year, and an estimated four million contract sexually transmitted diseases.

The study recommended that parents set limits on what music their children buy and listen to.  “Censorship is not a solution.
But talking to children about music’s sexual content can give parents a chance to express their own views, and may prompt teens to think more deeply about the ways in which sex is portrayed – and perhaps distorted – in the music they listen to,” Dr. Martino said.

He would not name the artists whose lyrics had the worst impact although the stars L’ll Kim and Ja Rule were referred to in the report.

He said, “We feel that, given how prevalent these types of portrayals are in popular music, it doesn’t make sense for us to pinpoint individual artists.”

He also said that in the study, rap featured the greatest percentage of degrading content by a wide margin. R&B and “rap rock” came next in the table.  The rock, pop and country performers had a zero percentage although they did sing about sex and romance.

New Survey Reveals Concerns Over Rap Music Among Youth.
  ALL HIP HOP NEWS 2/2/2007

Author Chris Richburg writes the following about the Black Youth Project survey directed by Dr. Cathy Cohen of the University of Chicago:

The current image of rap music and rap music videos is cause for concern among Black youth, according to the Black Youth Project, a survey spearheaded under the direction of Dr. Cathy Cohen of the University of Chicago.


The survey involved 1590 Black, White and Hispanic young people ages15-25 from around 
the country.

Survey findings released yesterday (Feb. 1) reveal that 72 percent of Black youth agree rap videos contain too many sexual references.  The majority of participants agreed that rap music videos portray 
Black women and Black men in bad and offensive ways.

Sixty-six percent of Black women are more likely than White women (55%) and Hispanic women (53%) to agree that they are portrayed in a demeaning light in rap videos.

Although 57 percent of Black men feel that rap videos portray Black women in bad and offensive ways, 44 percent of them disagree 
that the videos portray Black men in bad and offensive ways.

The results of the survey provide solid evidence concerning the impact of rap on young people, according to Dr. Cathy Cohen, one of the organizers of the survey.

“This study shows us that young people are actually discerning viewers who have thoughtful insights about cultural representation,”she explained.  “Instead of condemning young Black people for watching rap videos, we might encourage music and television companies to provide a broader range of images for young Black people, who say that what they’re seeing now is overly sexual and demeans women.  This audience deserves to be paid attention to as consumers.”

The survey also offered a peek into listening habits, as 58 percent  of Black youth said they listen to rap music every day, compared to 45 percent of Hispanic youth and 23 percent of White youth.


The study also found that three percent of Black youth admit to never listening to rap music.

The feelings towards the excess of rap’s sexual side was manifested in a desire for other sides of the genre to be expressed, as 41 percent of Black youth stated that rap videos should be more political.

The Effects of Songs with Violent Lyrics on Aggressive Thoughts and Feelings
Exposure to Violent Media:

Journal of Personality and Social Psychology Vol. 84 No. 5  Jan. 2003 written by Drs. Craig A. Anderson and Nicholas L. Carnagley Dept. of Psychology, Iowa State University.

They write: “An accumulating body of scientific research spanning 4 decades supports the hypothesis that exposure to violent media is causally related to subsequent expression of aggression in both short and long term time frames.”

“Numerous studies have shown that aggressive words can prime aggressive thoughts, perceptions and behavior.  Indeed, such effects can occur even when the stimulus has not been consciously recognized.  Furthermore, listeners are capable of recognizing themes of music (ie. violence, sex, suicide, and satanism) even when it is difficult to comprehend specific lyric content.”

Experimental Studies of Music Videos

Waite, Hillbrand, Foster (1992) observed a significant decrease in aggressive behavior on a forensic inpatient ward after removal of Music Television (MTV). Peterson and Pfost (1989) found that “exposing males to non erotic violent music videos led to a significant increase in adversarial sexual beliefs and negative effect”

Johnson, Jackson, and Gatto (1995) found that “males who had been randomly assigned to view violent rap music videos became more accepting of the use of violence in dealing with interpersonal problems.” Related research found that “males and females exposed to violent rap music videos became more accepting of teen dating violence” (Johnson, Adams, Ashburn, & Reed, 1995). College students exposed to rock music videos with anti-social themes produced a greater acceptance of

anti-social behavior (Hansen & Hansen, 1990). Students were also more likely to accept stereotypic sex role behavior after being exposed to music videos that displayed similar behavior (Hansen 1989; Hansen & Hansen, 1988).

Correlational Studies of Music Preference and Behavior
Correlational Studies have suggested a connection between the kind of music youth listen to and various maladaptive behaviors and attitudes, Rubin, West and Mitchell (2001) found that college students who preferred rap and heavy metal music reported more hostile attitudes than students who preferred other genres of music, such as alternative, adult contemporary, dance soul, or country.  Listeners to heavy metal music held more negative attitudes toward women.  Rap music fans were more distrustful.  Similarly, Took and Weiss (1994) found a correlation between preference for rap and heavy metal music and below average academic performance, school behavior problems, drug use, arrests, and sexual activity.

Experimental Studies of Music Without Video
Music Without Lyrics

“McFarland (1984) looked at the effects of exposure to tense, calm, or no background music (without lyrics) on the emotional content of stories written for Thematic Apperception Test.  Participants who heard tense music wrote the most unpleasant stories.”

Music With Lyrics

“Barongan and Hall (1995) reported a study suggesting that antisocial lyrics can affect behavior…”  Male college students listened to misogynous or neutral rap music, viewed three vignettes (neutral, sexual-violent, assaultive) and then chose one of the three vignettes to be shown to a female confederate.  Those who had listened to the misogynous music were significantly more likely to choose the assaultive vignette.

West, Crown, Quotmand and Heesacker (1997) reported mixed results.  Male undergraduates were exposed to either, (a) sexually violent music and lyrics, (b) the same music without lyrics, (c) sexually violent lyrics without music, or (d) no music or lyrics.  Results yielded no differences in negative attitudes toward women among the four groups.  However, participants exposed to violent lyrics viewed their relationships with women as more adversarial!

Desensitizing Violence
The repetitive listening to violent music media scenarios and episodes leads to systematic violence desensitization processes.  “In brief, each media violence episode constitutes a learning trial in which one rehearses aggressive thoughts and primes aggression related affects, creating and making chronically accessible hostile attitudes, beliefs, expectations, and scripts (Anderson & Bushman, 2002).”

Unprovoked Hostility
“The violent content of rock songs can increase feelings of hostility when compared with similar but nonviolent rock music.  It is important to note that this violent lyrics effect occurred in the absence of any provocation.”

Implications For Violence
“Research on potential violent song effects on aggressive behavior becomes even more important now that we have clearly demonstrated that such songs increase aggressive thoughts and feelings.”

“Exposure to media violence can produce both short and long term increases in aggressive behavior.  In both contexts, violent lyrics most likely operate through both the affect and cognition routes, influencing appraisals of the situation and emotional state and (eventually) the behavioral decision.”

Short-Term Effects
“In the immediate situation, exposure to violent lyrics increases the accessibility of aggressive thoughts and affect.  The violent song inspired increases in aggressive thoughts and feelings can influence perceptions of ongoing social interactions, coloring them with an aggressive tint.  Such aggression-biased interpretations can, in turn instigate a more aggressive response (verbal or physical) than would have been emitted in a nonbiased state, thus provoking an aggressive escalatory spiral of antisocial exchanges.  In summary, listening to angry, violent music does not appear to provide the kind of cathartic release that the general public and some professional and pop psychologists believe.”

Long Term Effects
Direct Effects.  “Long term effects operate in much the same manner, except that the proximate source of the high accessibility of aggressive cognitions and affects is the chronic state of the individual rather than a very recently heard violent song.  Repeated exposure to violent lyrics may contribute to the development of an aggressive personality (Anderson & Bushman, 2002) is true for long term TV violence effects (eg, Eron, 1982; Huesmann, 1988; Huesmann & Guerra, 1997).”

Indirect Effects.  “There may also be an indirect contribution just as has been found in the TV literature.  Specifically, short-term increases in aggression due to violent lyrics affect the person’s social environment as well as the person.  Close others (friends, family, peers, teachers) are influenced by these initially temporary increases in aggression and naturally respond to them in a negative way.  Over time, these relationships deteriorate, and acquaintances begin to expect aggressive and conflictual interactions with the person and will therefore elicit further aggressive behaviors via well established expectancy effects.  In other words, repeated short term media violence effects (lyrics, TV, movies, video games) can indirectly create a more hostile social environment which further promotes the development of chronic hostility biases in the person’s internal makeup, their perceptual and social scripts and schemata and related knowledge structures-in short, their personality.”

Association Found Between Video Viewing Time and Risky Behaviors
American Journal of Public Health March 2003 by Ralph J. DiClemente, PhD professor of Public Health, Rollins School of Public Health; Associate Director, Center for  AIDS research, Emory University, Atlanta, Ga. among others.

The study authors state:  “Teens who spend more time watching the sex and violence depicted in the reel life of gangsta rap music videos are more likely to practice these behaviors in real life.”

After studying 522 black girls between the ages of 14 and 18 from non-urban, lower socioeconomic neighborhoods, researchers found that compared to those who never or rarely watched these videos, the girls who viewed these gangsta videos for at least 14 hours per week were far more likely to practice numerous destructive behaviors.  Over the course of the one year study, they were:


Three times more likely to hit a teacher


Over 2.5 times likely to get arrested


Twice as likely to have multiple sex partners


1.5 times more likely to get a sexually transmitted disease,


use drugs, or drink alcohol

Lead researcher Dr. DiClemente said, “What is particularly alarming about our findings is that we didn’t find an association with just violence or one or two risky behaviors, we found an association with a string of these behaviors.”  While his researchers surveyed viewing habits for various types of rap videos, gangsta rap was by far the most popular among the girls practicing these destructive behaviors.

“We wanted to focus on young, African-American women, a population that is very vulnerable” DiClemente told Web MD.  “In these videos, men hold the power and women don’t and as a result, are subservient.”  “Most children between ages 2 and 18 spend upwards of seven hours a day ingesting some sort of media.  We know that with any type of repeated media exposure, desensitization can occur that makes these behaviors seem normal.  So this finding doesn’t surprise me at all” said Susan Buttross, MD, FAAP, Chief of Child Development and Behavioral Pediatrics at the University of Mississippi Medical Center and spokeswoman for the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP).

Dr. DiClemente is currently expanding his research to investigate how these and other rap voices may influence behaviors across other racial, gender and socioeconomic lines.  Although gangsta rap videos depict tough inner city “street” life, their largest viewing audience is white suburban youth, who have better access to cable television channels such as MTV and BET.

Dr. Buttross declared; “You cannot stick your head in the sand and expect your child will only look at good stuff.”  Parents need to know what their children are being exposed to.  There have been nearly 1000 studies that have looked at the effects that the media has on children’s behavior, and nearly all of them find there is a strong effect.

Black Youth Project


[image: image1]
FACTSHEET: RAP MUSIC and VIDEOS

Black Youth Project researchers surveyed 1,590 Black, White and Hispanic young people between the ages of 15 and 25 about their attitudes regarding rap music and rap music videos. Responses were broken down by race/ethnicity, sex, and age.

Key findings include the following:

$ 
Black youth report listening to rap music and watching rap music videos more often than other people, with 58% of Black youth listening to rap music every day.

$ 
Yet, most young people agree that rap music videos contain too many references to sex and that these videos portray Black women in offensive ways.

$ 
Black youth are most likely to agree that videos should be more political.

Listening and Watching Patterns

$ 
The majority of Black youth say they listen to rap music everyday. The percentage of youth that listen to rap music daily are:

o 58% of Black youth o 45% of Hispanic youth o 23% of White youth

$ 
Only 3% of Black youth report never listening to rap music compared to 19% of White youth and 12% of Hispanic young people.
$ 

Five times the percentage of Black young people watch rap music programming on television 
everyday compared to White youth. The percentage of youth that watch daily are:

o 25% of Black youth o 18% of Hispanic youth o 5% of White youth

$ 
Nearly a majority of Black youth report that they watch rap music programming on television at least several days a week. The percentage of youth that watch several days a week are:

o 48% of Black youth o 35% of Hispanic youth o 12% of White youth

Attitudes about Rap Music Videos

$ 
The overwhelming majority of young people agree with the statement "Rap music videos contain too many references to sex." The percentage who agree with that statement are:

o 72% of Black youth o 72% of Hispanic youth o 68% of White youth

$ 
Black youth are more likely to agree that videos should be more political. The percentage of youth that agree are:


o 41% of Black youth o 33% of Hispanic youth o 23% of White youth

$ 
A majority of young people agree with the statement "Rap music videos have too many references to violence." Young women and girls (70%) are more likely than young men and boys (59%) to agree with the statement.
$ 
In general, most young people agree with the statement "Rap music videos portray Black women in bad and offensive ways." However young Black women and girls are more likely to strongly agree with the statement.
o 66 % of young Black females agree; 26% of those strongly agree o 60% of young White females agree; 19% of those strongly agree o 53% of young Hispanic females agree; 15% of those strongly agree

o 57% of young Black males agree; 17% of those strongly agree o 55% of young Hispanic males agree; 13% of those strongly agree o 61% of young White males agree; 10% of those strongly agree

$ 
While the majority of young people agree with the statement "Rap music videos portray Black men in bad and offensive ways," nearly a majority of young Black men and boys disagree with the statement. The percentage that disagree with that statement are:

o 44% of young Black males o 35% of young Hispanic males o 29% of young White males

From Diverse Online

Current News
Scholars Cite History’s Legacy, Rap Music for Achievement Gap 
By Mark Baard
Jun 26, 2006, 03:00

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.
Dr. Glenn C. Loury is losing sleep over the achievement gap between Blacks and Whites in public schools. But it’s not merely low test scores in the nation’s grammar and middle schools that disturbs him. It is America’s political leaders, who are leaving the job of fixing the nation’s racial disparities to educators alone.
“I feel like a move is being made,” said Loury, “to change the definition of the problem to something that is not amenable to political treatment.”
Loury, a Brown University economics professor, made his remarks last week in an address to education experts at the Second Annual Conference of the Achievement Gap Initiative at Harvard University.
Harvard launched the Achievement Gap Initiative last year to study the differences among racial groups, which are greatest between Blacks and Whites, according to many of the statistics presented at the conference. 
The causes of the gap — as reflected by standardized test scores and high school and college dropout rates — “are a legacy of a history,” said Loury, in an apparent reference to institutions such as slavery and segregation and the redlining of school districts. “The achievement gap is a deeply rooted reflection of a thousand different forces [including] the deeply entrenched segregation of our lives,” he said. 
Strictly educational fixes to the Black-White gap have borne only limited results. School desegregation, changing early parenting behaviors, increasing classroom learning times and master’s degree requirements for K-12 teachers were among the possible tactics discussed at the conference.
Some education experts at the conference said the No Child Left Behind Act is partly responsible for putting educators “in a pickle,” as University of California, Berkeley education professor W. Norton Grubb put it. “Yes, schools need to be reformed,” said Grubb, “but we also need urban development and health and welfare policies.”
Political leaders and social scientists also need to attack cultural influences on Black kids, said Dr. Ronald F. Ferguson, senior research associate at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government’s Wiener Center for Social Policy Research and director of the Achievement Gap Initiative.
Ferguson even suggested that rap music may be behind a recent broadening of the gap.
Black and Hispanic teenagers made dramatic gains in academic achievement throughout the 1970s and 1980s, according to statistics cited by Ferguson. But that progress ended abruptly in the late 1980s, when leisure reading levels and class attendance for Blacks plunged.
The Black-White gap in reading scores in the U.S. Department of Education’s National Assessment of Educational Progress also declined suddenly after 1988. The gap grew to more than 37 points by 1992, according to Education Department’s figures.
“It may just be a coincidence,” said Ferguson, “but 1988-1992 was the commercial take-off period for hip-hop and rap music.”
Other differences in the social structures and lifestyles of racial groups are contributing to the gap, added Harvard assistant professor of economics Roland G. Fryer.

---The complete version of this article will appear in the July 13 issue of Diverse.

From the Baltimore Sun 

Rap is the culprit in killing of black men

Gregory Kane

January 6, 2007

The 800-pound gorilla is back, and as usual folks are pretending the critter ain't in the room. 

We'll call this particular 800-pound gorilla Joey, in tribute to that 1940s film about the giant ape called Mighty Joe Young. I think it's time Joey got his props. I think it's time we acknowledge Joey. 

Joey, meet the guys. 

Guys, shake hands with Joey. 

"The guys" in this case are those Baltimoreans who, for the past week, have expressed angst and dismay about the appalling way some young black men in this city, addicted to the thug life, dispatch each other with such chilling ease. Of Baltimore's nearly 300 homicide victims each year, the overwhelming majority of victims and killers are young black men. 

Everybody and everything has been mentioned as enablers to Bodymore, Murderland's culture of death: lack of jobs, lack of recreational facilities, lack of music and art programs in schools, lack of mentors. Everybody's been mentioned, that is, except Joey, who's standing in the middle of the room with a Bloods bandana on his head, a Crips scarf tied around his neck, "grillz" on his teeth and holding a Glock in his hand. 

Oh, and Joey's holding a copy of The Source magazine in the other hand with a picture of rapper The Game on the cover. Get where I'm going here? 

Joey represents the entertainment industry and, to a lesser extent, my profession, which some folks call "the media." If I may be permitted to use a Bill Cosbyism, the entertainment industry and the media aren't holding up our end of the bargain when it comes to reducing violence. We just don't get the link between rap music and the carnage that's going on not only on Baltimore's streets, but America's streets. 

Now before I hear from hard-core hip-hop fans about dissing an entire genre of music, I'll make it clear I'm not talking about all rap. I'm talking about some of it. The stuff that's most likely to be played on the radio. And the videos shown frequently on BET and MTV. 

Still, I'm likely to be dismissed as a curmudgeonly 55-year-old "hating on" rap music. But Joseph E. Marshall Jr. can't be dismissed as easily. Marshall is the executive director of the Omega Boys Club in San Francisco. He's worked with hundreds of young black men. He's seen more than 100 of those boys graduate from college under his mentorship. 

Marshall knows better than anyone the music the boys who come through his club listen to. And he knows the impact that music has on contributing to black-on-black violence. 

"I'm going to have to take on the entertainment industry, particularly hip-hop," Marshall told a group of black columnists in November. "It's killing us." 

Marshall's words take on extra meaning when you consider that around the same time, thousands of miles across the country, The Game -- known to his mommy as Jayceon Taylor -- was commenting about hip-hop on a radio station in the Baltimore/Washington market. 

"Hip-hop is killing us," Taylor said. Taylor then revealed that he's still a member of the Bloods gang, and that he's in for life. 

As if to reinforce that claim, Taylor raps on his latest album that "Game still Bloodin' and Snoop still Crippin'." Snoop is rapper Snoop Dogg, whose mother had the good sense to name him Calvin Broadus. Taylor is a confessed gangbanger and former drug dealer. Broadus is either a former or current Crips gangbanger who narrowly missed being convicted of voluntary manslaughter in 1996. 

So if "Game still Bloodin' and Snoop still Crippin'," why are we looking at either of these miscreants? I can't pass a magazine rack without seeing Taylor's face on the cover of something. Snoop still gets movie roles and appears in commercials despite his current -- and frequent -- arrests for drug and weapons violations. 

Baltimore is now graced with young black men and boys who are doing some Bloodin' and Crippin' of their own. And why wouldn't they? It's not like they see a downside to Taylor and Broadus Bloodin' and Crippin.' 

They see lucrative record and movie deals. They see the media giving guys like Taylor and Broadus coverage that is either positive or kid glove. They see rapper Jay-Z -- real name Shawn Carter -- given this paean in a Newsweek headline: "Multimillionaire business exec Shawn Carter ... is 36 and still hasn't lost his street cred." 

No word from the folks at Newsweek about one of Carter's latest raps in which he uses the n-word, denounces snitchers and proudly proclaims: 

"Y'all respect the one who got shot. I respect the shooter." 

Excuse me? 

No wonder Marshall is going to war against the music business. Those in Baltimore dismayed about the murders of young black men might consider joining him and heeding his words. 

"The industry is definitely the biggest purveyor right now of the disease of violence that's killing our community." 

It looks like Marshall made Joey's acquaintance quite some time ago. 
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SUMMARY

The intuitively and empirically drawn observations that music and word have enormous power in the lives of children and adults and that sexual and violence loaded music has negative consequences for human behavior has been supported and confirmed by many studies over the past forty years.

Negative consequences and behavior risks include:


Sexual


Iconic rappers and performers’ multiple sex partners advocacies result in higher HIV/AIDS infections, teen and pre-teen pregnancies, STD’S, (daddy free) children and substance abuse.

Violence  

Aggressive behaviors and behavior responses, assaults, murders, gang activity, and incarceration. 

Desensitization to violence, criminal behavior and the condition of pain and injury to others.

Substance Abuse  
Cigarette, alcohol and controlled substance abuse i.e. heroin, marijuana,





 crack cocaine, etc.


Relationships

Master slave relationship of males to females; 





Degraded view of males toward females; 





Servile acceptance of degraded role by females; 





Early departure from parental and family influence and cultural norms.

Education

Lowered educational aspirations and performance; 





Lower H.S. graduation rates and higher discipline problems.

African-Americans
Global public image disaster resulting from promulgation and pervasion 

of denigrating video and audio images of black male and female behavior.  

Enhanced and amplified rates and levels of all documented behavior risks from low educational performance, gratification misplacement, hostility exhibition to high justice system embedding and incarceration.

DISDAINER RECOMMENDATIONS
The primary goal of the music industry in general and the rap industry in particular is earning money.  The primary goal of religious, civic, social and cultural leaders ostensibly is the betterment and health enhancement of the people and community they serve.

The goals of the rap industry and community leadership are in perpetual conflict.  The earnings of the industry depend on the depiction whether artificial or real, of the Black community as a bleak, desperate, ho and thug ridden place.  The rap leadership has effectively pursued their goals.  However, the community leadership has been losing the alleged struggle because they have been entombed in a crypt of sinful condoning silence.  There have been a pitiful few voices loud enough to be faintly heard over the din of the softest rappers.

The industry has used a variation of the slave plantation model well.  They have set up a fully cultivated zoo in which they have conned and “persuaded” the mainly Black community to reside.  They have conned and persuaded the 70 to 80 percent white audience to purchase tickets (CD’s and videos) to enjoy watching the “zoo inmates.”

The industry propaganda has convinced many Black targets and subjects of their violent and sexually destructive lyrics to accept, tolerate and even support their public disparagement.  It has become a form of culture crack! 

Frequent rap industry support lines expressed by African-Americans are:

“The rappers are making money for themselves and are sharing it with the people they employ.” 


“Rappers artfully express life in the hood.”  “They are poets.”


“They are keeping it real.”


“Black moguls are able to develop and run million dollar enterprises.”

In addition they attempt to intimidate a critic above 40 years old into irrelevance by calling him (her) “A playah hater.” or “ A rap hater.”

African-American females and other females might say the vilest, most misogynist lyrics are not a problem for them because:

“They didn’t call my name.”

“My name is not on it.”

“They’re not talking about me.” 

Challenging these myths is an enormous task for leaders who care.

" 
We suggest a strategic silence breaking confrontation of the offenders at all levels, including corporate producers, radio and television stations advertisers, distributors, rap magazines, rappers and all their promoters. 
" 
We additionally urge leaders to inspire women’s groups in particular to end their traditional posture of silence in face of their commercially driven violence and sexually degrading music objectification. Confrontation, resistance and protest invigorates culture, mind, body and spirit.
" 
We should emulate the antebellum religious and civic abolitionists as the music moguls emulate the slave master model.  The abolitionists worked hard to dispel slavery support myths by regularly holding and organizing anti-slavery symposiums, workshops and meetings.  These gatherings were also platforms to direct attacks upon and erode support for the powerful slave machine.  
 Factoring the implications, consequences and power of music and word in the lives of our children and youth can no longer be evaded as we assess the causality of their negative behaviors. The public image disaster main stream rap music has wreaked upon the African- American community is incalculable.

Bert Irons, Coordinator CBLD

April 02, 2007
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